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Historical Changes in Waterside Environment Related with Childhood-Play at Watersides
Hisayoshi Ikatsu*, Yasuhiro Miyake**, Miyuki Furukawa***

Abstract

The purpose of this study is the understanding historical changes in waterside environment related with
childhood-play at watersides. Three generational interviewing survey was conducted to clarify the historical
changes of a life at the Takahashi-river valley. The questionnaire was carried out to the fifth grader in an
elementary school and their parents and grandparents in Takahashi-city. The number of households for a
questionnaire was 256 households. The questionnaire had a reply from 198 households and the recovery rate was
77.3%. To play in the river of childhood, more than a half of the grandparents and the parents played on the river,
while child generations who played in the river decreased to about 10%. It became clear that waterside play of
children is decreasing. ~ As for the reason, it was guessed that not change of the natural environment of the waterside

but change of social environment or cultural environment has influenced.
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